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presbyterian PROCLAMATION ‘%’*%

church of murfreesboro

GOD IS FAITHFUL TO US REV. DR. JOHN A. HINKLE, JR,, SENJOR PASTOR

| would love to tell you that this New Year began exactly as planned-that | rang in January 1 with
everything neatly organized, checked off, and filed away. But that would be a work of fiction
—and the Christmas decorations weren't even back in the attic yet when things went off the rails. In fact, my
New Year was already off track before the clock struck 12:01 a.m. So let me back up.

As you know, we have just come through a wonderful season of Advent and a joyous Christmas. There was a
great deal happening in the life of the church that you could see—and even more happening behind the
scenes, known only to the church staff and our many faithful volunteers. | learned a long time ago that if
everything is going to go smoothly, planning is essential. And one of the things | knew | needed to do was
complete my January Proclamation article.

That is why, feeling very responsible and future-oriented, | penciled in time during the first week of December
to get everything written and sent to Charlotte. And | did exactly that... or atf least | was quite sure | did.

Fast forward to Friday, December 19, when Charlotte kindly let me know she could not find my arficle
anywhere in cyberspace. “No problem,” | thought confidently. | would simply locate it in my computer files.
Only | couldn’t find it there either. Apparently, the article had joined that sacred place where missing socks,
misplaced keys, and occasionally sermons go to live out their days.

What a way to begin the New Year.

Now, losing my Proclamation materials was not the end of the world, nor is it a sign of doom for the year
ahead. It is not a prophecy, an omen, or even a particularly good excuse. But it is a helpful reminder that
whether it is 2025 or 20246, life does not always go according to plan—no matter how carefully we organize our
calendars, color-code our schedules, or convince ourselves that this will finally be the year everything runs
smoothly.

Files disappear. Plans unravel. Conversations we thought went one way turn out to have gone another. And
sometimes the very thing we are certain we finished—checked off, saved, and safely stored—turns out to
be... well... gone. Vanished. Presumably living a better life somewhere else.

Still, we move forward in faith. Not because we always get it right, but because God remains faithful even
when our systems fail, our schedules slip, and our best intentions fall short. Our trust is not in perfectly executed
plans, but in a God who meefts us in the midst of imperfect ones.

So as we begin this New Year, we do so reminded that God is sfill at work—guiding, redeeming, and sustaining
us—even when things go missing, even when plans unravel, and even when we cannot find the file to prove
it.

Follow Rev. Dr. Hinkle on X @daltonboy 1986 or email him at jhinkle@mborofpc.org
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PREACHING IN
JANUARY

January 4
Epiphany Sunday
“Searching Under the
Star”
Isaiah 60:1-6
Matthew 2:1-12

January 11
Baptism of the Lord
and Ordination &
Installation Sunday
“Finding Ourselves in
the Water”
Psalm 29
Matthew 3:13-17

January 18
Rev. Walt Tennyson
preaching
“Called Beyond
Ordinary”
Isaiah 49:1-7
| Corinthians 1:1-9

January 25

“The Foundation of
Generosity”
Psalm 24
Matthew 6:19-24

Ak

WORSHIP AT FPC

RULING ELDERS FOR THE CLASS OF 2028

On Sunday, January 11, during the 11am worship service, First Presbyterian Church
will celebrate the ordination and installation of Ruling Elders for the class of 2028.

Being Ordained & Installed: Sandy Collier, Will Fraley, Matt Layman, Paula Stow
Being Installed: Jackie Jenkins, Kim Joyner, Chet Logan, Tim Pote

We thank Dave Davis, Judy Gritton, Jan LaLance, and Paul Lane as they rotate off
the Session and continue to serve in the College of Elders.

The Session Retreat will take place at on January 24, 2026 from 8am-12pm.

MEET REV. WALT TENNYSON

Rev. Walt Tennyson will preach for us on Sunday, January 18, while Rev. Dr. Hinkle is
away on study leave and Rev. Dr. Harding is with the youth on SkiTreat. Here is a little
information to help us get to know him a bit for those who have not yet met him:

Rev. Walt Tennyson is Staff Chaplain at Ascension St. Thomas and works in the East
Regional hospitals in McMinnville, Woodbury, Sparta and Smithville specializing in
behavioral health. As a PC(USA) minister he has served churches and college
chaplaincies in New York City and Memphis. He grew up in South Georgia in the First
Presbyterian Church of Quitman where his mother was church organist. Walt studied
philosophy at UCLA, got a Master of Divinity at Columbia Theological Seminary, a
Master in Sacred Theology in Christian Ethics at Union Theological Seminary in the
City of New York and a certificate in Philanthropy and Non-profit Leadership at the
University of Memphis. His wife Jody is a Nurse Practitioner and Nurse Midwife at
Vanderbilt. They moved to Murfreesboro in 2023 for its proximity to their work and
love the parks, greenway and local pickleball scene. They have three grown
children and can often be found walking their two dogs at local parks.

@f‘% INCLEMENT WEATHER N 4
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In the event of inclement weather, the
church will cancel activities according
to county school cancellation. An
email will be sent to the congregation
and information placed on the website
if possible. If onsite worship is canceled,
worship will be on our YouTube
Channel.

CLERGY STUDY
LEAVE

Dr. Hinkle will study in Montreat the
week of January 12-19. If you have a
pastoral emergency during this time,
please contact Rev. Dr. Harding, the
church office at 615-893-3882, ext.201,
charlotte@mborofpc.org or your
caregiver.

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 1 FOR NEW
YEAR'S DAY AND MONDAY, JANUARY 19 IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF
REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.




WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS THIS SEMESTER

(|75
}” New Wednesday Night Class In addition to programming for our children, tweens, and
. middle school students, we will have 2 adult classes on
% fédz &“4"/ and The Wonderful Wednesdays starting January 14 at épm.
P %eaz' % ¢ Dr. Bob Hunt will lead a 4-week class working through
led by Bob Hunt o~ his book, The Lost Cause and the Great War. He will be
3 Starting January 14 ' discussing a group of prominent Tennesseans who joined
,;ﬁ During this 4-week class Bob Hunt will be working » up as Doughboys in World War |, and who then came
w’i through his book. The Lost Cause and the Creat War 5;’_" home from FI’OHCG COﬂVIﬂced thf AmenCO th _I_O
: B e T e e o remake itself as a nation. To that end they helped found
=2 S P > the American Legion. What he will work through is the
America they wanted to create. They succeeded in
wemen s Kele ©@uaiy enea ey . Y
: their aims, but the nation they helped make no longer
When You Pray by Kelly Minter exists. Class will meet in the parlor.
Starting January 14 * Women's Bible Study will begin a 7-week class covering
Books are $25 When You Pray: Six Prayers in the Bible. Books are $25
: Harrison Hall downstairs and include access to all class videos. Class will meet
R Contact the office: downstairs in Harrison Hall. Contact the office if you want
e charlotteemborofpc.org a book.

S — q
¢ & /Morning Circle 28
MONDAY 0 Tuesday, January 6
MEN'S BI BLE STUDY 10am - Church Parlor

RESUMES MONDAY, JANUARY 26 ALL Women Welcome!

Join us for fellowship.

5:30pm in the Parlor

FI RsT F RI DAY Stewardship Season 2026: Oh SUthIy,

January 25, First

_. The Foundation retovtenion
. - = & Church will
w/ Ot ()enel.OSlt)” : v begir?our

» , stewardship
w w y season—a time

5 > set aside for
) i Ve  _ \ Sl «, reflection and
= - \’ : D \, » N S AR /]
%&, ol £ SN Z.¢ renewed
Friday, January 2 commitment as we consider how we care for the gifts God has placed

9am - 12pm in our hands. Our faith tells us that everything we have belongs to God.
When we recognize God as the true owner of all, generosity becomes
not an obligation, but a way of life. Leading us in this journey will be our
Stewardship chairs, Steve and Karen Hickok.

College St. Drive-thru
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MISSION OPPORTUNITY

SALVATION ARMY
COMMUNITY MEALS

‘
2ND THURSDAY OF THE
MONTH

4-7PM -

SCAN THE QR CODE OR CONTACT KAREN HICKOK AT:
HICKOKMUSICSTUDIO@GMAIL.COM TO VOLUNTEER

FOR YOUR GENEROUS HEARTS AND WILLING HANDS DURING THIS
YEAR'S SALVATION ARMY OUTREACH. WHETHER YOU ADOPTED AN
ANGEL, CONTRIBUTED TO THE CLOTHES AND TOY DRIVE, RANG THE
RED KETTLE BELL, OR HELPED IN THE ANGEL TREE WAREHOUSE,
YOUR PRESENCE MADE A REAL DIFFERENCE.

The Salvation Army serves meals to those in our
community who are facing food insecurity. As a
church, we volunteer for the Community Meals at
the Salvation Army once a month from 4-7pm on the
2nd Thursday of each month (next date Jan 8th).
Volunteers will assist with packaging, serving, table
set-up, and cleanup. All volunteers MUST wear pants
and closed-toe shoes. Volunteers must be at least 14
years old - those under 18 must be accompanied by
a parent/guardian who always remains with them.
You may scan the QR code to volunteer or contact
Karen Hickok at: hickokmusicstudio@gmail.com.

SOLDIERS HELPING - ~ ., ;=
SOLDIERS Sart e ' Jalt
FL [ ¥

i | v /
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If you are a veteran in the armed services, you are ) 3 A ™
invited to a gathering on Monday, January 26, at 11 l U \Y (Y l l lﬂ () N "W
H 1 1 1 ; J A A J g ’_:\
A EEBRUARY 7TH

am in Classroom A. This will be a time not only to

support one another but also to move forward in
conversation about how First Presbyterian Church's 00AM

veterans can help veterans in our community. For MORE INFORMATION

more information, call the church office. COMING SOON
ek kK

FORTHE ANNUAL YOUTH
FUNDRAISER

Wednesday, February 4th
2:30pm
More information coming soon
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JANUARY 14TH - SUMMER TRIP DEADLINE
% GRAD BOXES BEGIN

JANUARY 16TH-19TH - HIGH SCHOOL SKITREAT

MONTHLY YOUTH EVENT (7TH-12TH GRADE)
JANUARY 24TH - DINNER & SMYRNA SKATE
CENTER. RSVP TO ANGELA BY JANUARY 16

5:30PM-9:30PM
WHERE: PICK UP AND DROP OFF AT FPC
COST:$15 PER PERSON

HIGH SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL
YOUTH GROUPS ON SMALL GROUPS ON
SUNDAY NIGHTS, WEDNESDAY NIGHTS,

6-8 PM 6-7 PM

JAN 11 & 25 JAN 7; 14; 21, &28
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IPC ' F P C 3rd (rade Faith Milestone:

”’D’ \TWEENS FEED AND BE FED %

[Ne had a great time being together and making cards for
¢ Wonderful Wednesday will be back for members who can't get ouf, muchl 3%
more fun starting January 14, and we hope :
to see you there at the return of the season.

* We will continue to go through the Old
Testament in Sunday School.

Exciting news! Thanks to the wonderful idea
from Krista Bailey, the kids are working on
their own quilt squares featuring the nativity.
Krista will piece together the quilt and we will
display it downstairs for everyone to enjoy
once complete!

This is the day that the Lord has
made, let us rejoice and be glad in
it.

Psalm 11:24 ”

In case you haven't heard, we have huge news for
our Preschool coming in August 2026! We are

Monday - Thursday, 8:30-1:30
launching a Kindergarten Readiness Program e o @:;’:mmxn@ g
Mondays-Thursdays from 8:30-1:30! Our community o ConifaT e ® pn:schoola@mborofpggrg
has a real need for these programs and we will alb. e pry
hO\/e a Cerﬂﬁed Teocher Oﬂd use kindergor’ren ) 37 & Fo)*«foonger school aged children and those that miss the cutoff / (A ~

readiness curriculum. We appreciate and need your prayers as we launch this new phase of ministry- in
addifion to helping spread the word. We also need and appreciate your financial support to ensure we can
provide the level of program needed. To give, go to mborofpc.org/give and select preschool fundraiser from
the dropdown menu. You may also write a check made out to FPC Preschool. For more information about our
Preschool, contact Director Karen Winford at preschool@mborofpc.org or call 615-893-4760. Thank youl!
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Bill and Beth Brasch January 4
Matt and Lauren Lane January 5
1-  Polly Bullock
- Feloy oulsh SESSION NOTES
4- Meredith Peck BY: GLEN EMERY, CLERK OF SESSION

7-  Matt McHughes _ ) o
Our devotion was led by Steve Elkins. His faith and

8- Mark Blackwelder, Rachel Pote walk with God has been most influenced by previous

10- Debbie Edwards, Toby Moore pastors and his father who always demonstrated the

11-  Will Fraley, John Scruggs I(?ve gf Christ to those around T'her.n. His Dad’s
sincerity to follow Jesus’ feaching in Matt 6:1,

13- John Moss “beware of practicing your righteousness before men

15-  Carole Peterson to be noticed by them, otherwise you have no

reward with your Father who is in heaven” guides his

daily life. People notice as we live our lives to see if

we are actually sharing the love of Christ by the way

18- Olivia Flanagan, Mamie Sevier we freat others.

¢ Prayers are requested for financial support of our

Preschool program.

* The cake auction netted $7,743 which was

16- Tammy Carroll, Spencer Couch, Bobbie Pierce

17-  Hank Lampley, Tom Smith

19- Thomas Bailey, Judy Nichols
20- Shelby Bailey Edmonds

21- Averie Brasch, Bill Brasch, Katie Brasch, dispersed 50-50 to Nourish Food Bank and
Laura Harbour, David Parsons Greenhouse Ministries.
gy, Joslieston, Acer FaiEl, Senen S, * Reverend Dr. Hinkle and Kathy Jones took
Sarah Wolfe communion to some members who are unable to
23-  Kristen Harbour get out much.
24 Annabelle Baughman, Allan Maynard, e Wonderful Wednesdays will resume on January 14.
Greyson Parker, Kaidence Parker « We are pleased that so many of our church family
25-  Beau Bergsieker worked with the Salvation Army and rang the kettle
26- Delaney Petroka, Rhett Petroka bells, participated in the Angel Tree program,

purchased for the general Angel Tree store,
volunteered with meals, and helped with Angel Tree
28-  Laura Vaught processing at the main campus. We need people in
29-  Toni Leathers the new year who would be willing to help serve
meals on the 2nd Thursday of the month.

» Gratitude was expressed for the leadership of

27- Dylan Iske

30- Chris Speck, Lauren Speck

31-  Mark Akins retiring ruling elders Dave Davis, Judy Gritton, Jan
LaLance and Paul Lane.
The Proclamation is a monthly newsletter of » Our main activity centered around the examination

First Presbyterian Church of the new incoming ruling elders: Sandy Collier,
www.mborofpc.org William Fraley, Matt Layman, and Paula Stow who

Have an announcement for February? were unanimously approved for ordination and

Submit it to Charlotfte at charlotte@mborofpc.org by installation.
January 19.
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FPC STAFF

Phone: 615-893-3882
Fax: 615-962-9005
www.mborofpc.org

Senior Pastor

Rev. Dr. John A. Hinkle, Jr.
jhinkle@mborofpc.org
Associate Pastor for Family
Ministries

Rev. Dr. Bobby Harding
bobby@mborofpc.org
Music Director

Noah Rice
noah@mborofpc.org
Director of Children’s Minisiry
Meredith Peck
meredith@mborofpc.org
Organist

Valerie Rains
valerie@mborofpc.org
Preschool Director

SEER LA - Karen Winford

preschool@mborofpc.org

Nursery Director
Celeste Brown
Celestegeo22@gmail.com

DINNER & FELLOWSHIP Cnottto by

charlotte@mborofpc.org

Starting back Januury 14 at 5:00PM Financil Secretary

SN N NN & patcox@mborofpc.org
Communications Coordinator
Martha Osorio
communications@mborofpc.

Wonderful Wednesdays resume on January 14. Chef Jessica will return to

or
prepare our wonderful dinners in the Common Room from 5-6pm. We PTiaciliiies Coordinator
encourage everyone to join us! You may reserve by the week, month, or Joe Rich

season for dinner starting in January by contacting Charlotte in the church
office: charlotte@mborofpc.org, 615-893-3882, ext.201, or just fill out the
green pew cards on Sundays starting in January.

jich@mborofpc.org
PT Custodian
Sherri Poole
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