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“To Know Christ and Make Christ Known”

JULY 4 & PRESBYTERIAN CONNECTIONS
REV. DR. JOHN A. HINKLE, JR., SENIOR PASTOR

As a student of history, one of my favorite national holidays is July 4, when we as a nation celebrate
our Independence. Like all history, our country’s founding is complex and profound so we can always learn
something new about those famous and unknown who intertwine that fateful summer in Philadelphia. As you can
imagine, I have always paid particular interest in the role Presbyterians played in the Revolution; after all, King
George III called it "The Presbyterian Revolt."
I am sure by now most of you know that out of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence, 12 were
Presbyterians, the most famous being John Witherspoon who was the only minister to sign the document. At the
time, Witherspoon was the president of the College of New Jersey, which would later change its name to
Princeton.
Another Presbyterian involved in the Revolution was General Hugh Mercer. Mercer was born in the manse of the
Pitsligo Kirk in Scotland, where his father served as the minister. He studied medicine and was the personal
physician of Bonnie Prince Charlie. After Bonnie Prince lost the Battle of Culloden, Mercer fled to the colonies.
When the Revolution broke out, Mercer served under George Washington. He was killed in the Battle of
Princeton when wounded on the ground; a British soldier mistakenly thought he was General Washington and
stabbed him with a bayonet. Mercer's last moment is captured in the famous painting, The Death of General Mercer at
the Battle of Princeton. One other interesting fact: Mercer is the great, great, great grandfather of General George S.
Patton
Here is one final note about our Presbyterian connection to the Revolutionary War. Did you know that the original
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is not located in Arlington National Cemetery? The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
of the American Revolution is actually located in the Burial Ground of the Old Presbyterian Meeting House in
Arlington, Virginia. It honors an unidentified soldier whose
remains were unearthed and reburied at this site in
1826. It also remembers the many other patriots who
died helping secure Independence for the United States
of America, especially those who now rest in
unmarked graves.
So, I invite you this Monday, July 4, to take time to
remember and give thanks to all those who made
sacrifices so that we might enjoy
the freedoms we have as a nation.
Follow Rev. Dr. Hinkle on Twitter @daltonboy1986
or email him at jhinkle@mborofpc.org
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PREACHING IN THE
MONTH OF JULY
July 3
“I Was Born in a Small Town”
Micah 6:6-8
Psalm 50:1-15
Communion will be offered by
Intinction;
individual communion sets will
also be available
July 10
“Gangsta’s Paradise”
(A song from Bobby’s youth)
John 15:9-17
Psalm 23
July 17
“Higher Love”
John 15:9-17
Psalm 82
July 24
“Like a Rock”
Matthew 7:24-27
Psalm 77
July 31
“Invisible Touch”
Matthew 28:16-20
Psalm 112
Final Sunday for 10:15 Service

PREACHING SERIES
A Note from John:
The summer of 1985 was supposed to be the greatest summer of my life.
I was going into my Senior year of high school. I was named the starting
Center for my high school football team. Finally, I truly thought I had
found the love of my life. Yet through circumstances beyond my control,
most of my dreams for that summer fell apart. Looking back, the
obstacles and challenges I faced that summer brought me insight into
what was truly important, and the manifestation of that summer was the
songs I listened to over the radio.

FPC NEWS AND WORSHIP

During the month of July, we will have only ONE worship service
on Sundays at 10:15am. Sunday School for all ages and groups will
begin at 9:00am. Children age preschool- 6th grade will be brought
to the Common Room after Sunday School for parent pick-up so
that children’s Sunday School teachers are able to get to the worship
service on time. Thank You!

STEWARDSHIP
2022/2023
As Stewardship Season comes to an
end, we would like to thank you for
making your pledges. If you have not
turned in your pledge card, you still
have time. You can either send an
email to Pat Cox
(patcox@mbororfpc.org), mail to
the church, or bring the pledge card
with you and put it in an offering
plate after church service. If you still
need one, pledge cards are available at
the 4 sanctuary entrances, or you can
contact the church office to have one
mailed to you.

Rev. Dr. Harding will be on
vacation 7/19- 7/29
If you have a pastoral need
during this week, please
contact either the Church
Office or your care giver.
The Church Office will be
closed on Monday July 4, for
Independence Day
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FPC NEWS
JOHN SCRUGGS
New member, John Bridges
Scruggs IV, has seen a lot in his 53
years. Born in Nashville and raised
in Franklin, an MTSU graduate
with a degree in Mass
Communications, he has worked
all over the globe in television
production for country music and
rock stars such as Reba McEntire, Brooks & Dunn, the Rolling Stones, and Bruce Springsteen. Unfortunately,
starts
suchand
as Reba
he suffered some downturns. “The pandemic destroyed my business (no morerock
music
tours)
then IMcEntire,
got
Brooks
&Dunn,
the
Rolling
throat cancer,” he said. John lost his home in Leiper’s Fork and moved to Murfreesboro and underwent
andinBruce
Springsteen.
treatment for stage three throat cancer. Things are looking up, however, he isStones,
currently
remission
and is
Unfortunately,
then Luna,
he suffered
scheduled to return to the road this month to tour with Billy Joel. John and his
German Shepard,
live in a
some
downturns.
condo on North Maple Street. He started visiting First Presbyterian Church and
decided
this is where he belongs
and joined by reaffirmation of faith in May. “I’m glad to be here,” he said. We are glad you are here too.

LEADERSHIP CHANGE
IN CARE M INISTRY

With the Summer Worship schedule coming to an end and school
getting ready to start back, First Presbyterian Church will celebrate its
first-ever Kick-Off Celebration on Sunday, July 31. For worship that
Sunday, we ask everyone to wear the colors of their favorite college.
Following worship, we will tailgate in the common room, where BBQ
from Bob’s Barbeque will be served. There will be activities for all
ages. We will even have prizes for those who can sing their school’s
fight song and for the most unique college mascot. So, let’s see if
David Parsons can still fit in his Univ. Tennessee jersey or who looks
better in maroon - the Hawkins or the Hulett family (no cowbells
allowed) and… while we are on the subject, should GaGa ball be
recognized by the NCAA?

Ellen Himebaugh is turning over
the reins to Kathy Jones. Ellen
has loved serving through the
Care Ministry for 20 years.
Kathy will do a fantastic job and
will have new and fresh ideas.
Ellen would like to thank
everyone and appreciates your
support. She asks that you
continue to support the ministry
and Kathy.

CALLING VOLUNTEERS!
We are looking for Volunteers who
would assist with our VBS program.
Teens and Tweens who are
interested can contact Meredith
Peck at meredith@mborofpc.org.
Help us have a great VBS and a
great time!
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We still have spots open for next
school year! First Presbyterian
Preschool is ready for your children in
2022/2023! There is 1 spot in the 2’s,
1 spot in the 3’s, and 4 spots in the
4’s! Call 615-893-4760 or email
preschool@mborofpc.org. Thank
you, Karen Winford, Director of
Preschool

SESSION NOTES

BY

GLEN EMERY , CLERK OF SESSION

• Our devotion was led by Jennifer Willoughby. She
focused on waiting for the Lord to guide you in your
life. God’s timetable may differ from ours. We tend
to want immediate answers to our prayers, but God
is not in a rush. We pray for the patience to trust
God to answer us.
• A reminder about church family Vacation Bible
School, which will take place for one day on July 22,
2022, at the church. Registration is June 26-July 10.
• A Blessing of the Backpacks will take place on
Sunday, August 7 during both services.
• We now have visible police presence for our
Sunday services. Lemonade and cookies under the
portico after church service is a wonderful
gathering for fellowship with each other.
• We are pleased with our new Communications
Coordinator, Alanna Diserens. In fall, she will be
working on her masters at MTSU, but will continue
working with us.
• John Murphy will be connecting with our new
member John Scruggs. We were pleased with the
turnout to greet our other new members Betsy
Ledbetter and Tammy Ogles.
• Don’t forget Tailgate/Kickoff Sunday which is the
last Sunday of our single services: July 31, 2022.
More information will be announced.
• Door locks in the children’s classrooms are being
reviewed. New computer equipment has been
purchased for the office staff.

• 15 flower arrangements, 9 meals, and 2 prayer shawls
were delivered to those who do not get out much.
Communion was served to 4 home-bound members.
• Ellen Himebaugh is retiring after 20 years of service
on the Care Ministry Team. She has been a dedicated
servant of Christ and we will sorely miss her. Kathy
Jones has graciously agreed to take up the baton of
Care Ministry Team leadership and we pledge our
whole support of her.
• The budget of $971,220.00 was reviewed and
approved. It will be presented to the congregation
on Sunday, June 26 at a congregational meeting
immediately following the 10:15 am service.
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VOLUNTEERS FOR UKIRK!
Save the date for the UKirk Workday
to get ready for the new school year at
MTSU. Those who wish to Volunteer
can sign up by either calling the
church office at 615-893-3882, ext. 0
or use this link
https://forms.gle/jJkyH1obMA45itm
T7 to sign up through google forms.
Hours are from 7am to 12pm and
those who want to help can come at
any time during those hours. There
will be donuts and coffee provided.

Vida Joven: Walk for Hope
The 2022 Vida Joven (Young Life)
Walk for Hope was a huge success!
Our North Nicaragua area was able
to exceed our goal by raising
$37,000! Thank you to everyone
who helped make this program a
success through prayer and
donations.
- Rev. Harding
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• July lesson theme will be
“Playing Through the
Bible- Bible Games.”
• If any Tweens or Teens
want to Volunteer for
VBS, contact Meredith
Peck at
meredith@mborofpc.org

Save the Date! Blessing of the
Backpacks will be August 7th

VBS Registration open from
June 26th- July 10th
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2- July

Flo Micona, Bill Zuiches

3- July

Kirby Willis

4- July

Allison Panter

5- July

8- July

Steve Roubik
Richard Egles, Richard Gross,
Matthew Hibdon
Kathryn Hines, Angie Livesay,
Nelson Smotherman
Susan Pelot

9- July

Dirk Heusinkveld

13- July

Glen Emery

14- July

Jeff Lanning

15- July

Bart Walker, Hannah Vanzandt

16- July

Brent Dacus

17- July

Sumner Bouldin, Susan Daniel

18- July

21- July

Danny Riggs
Shannon Parsons, Mike Pope,
Carolyn Renales, Lee Ann Walker
Dick Barnes, Harper White

22- July

Suma Clark, Jim Fox, Michael Gray

24- July

Richard Paddon

27- July

Bill Shacklett

28- July

Allison Swenson

29- July

Olivia Arnett

30- July

Kathy Zuiches

31- July

Marshall Baughman

6- July
7- July

19- July

The Proclamation is a monthly newsletter of
First Presbyterian Church
210 N. Spring Street Murfreesboro, TN 37130
www.mborofpc.org
Have an August announcement?
Submit it to Charlotte at charlotte@mborofpc.org or
call 893-3882 ext. 201 by July 20, 2022.

Chris & Amy Jackson
Jay & Shannon Smith
Andy & Meredith Peck
Doug & Lauren Flanagan
Steve & Betsy Roubik
Jim & Jane Fox
Brian and Leslie Iske
Curtis & Hannah Vanzandt
John & Patsy Moss
Lillian Henry & Frank Bongiorno
Kenny & Kathy Jones
Bobby & Lexie Harding
Tommy & Katie Turner
Brian Hughes & Heather Beason
David & Shannon Parsons

July 1
July 7
July 8
July 16
July 17
July 20
July 22
July 25
July 28
July 28
July 28
July 29
July 29
July 30
July 31

Dear First Presbyterian Church
Family,
Glenn and I appreciate all the
support this congregation has
given during this challenging
time. Thanks for the prayers,
visits, cards, notes, prayer grams, snacks & food,
word search books, prayer shawl, and so much more.
We were blessed to have been at Adams Place Rehab
and had Bill Brasch for Glenn’s physical therapist. We
are managing to meet the challenge with God’s and
your support. Thanks,
- Ellen Himebaugh
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all of your
prayers, cards, emails, texts,
- Ellen Himebaugh
donations, and comforting
words of support during the
last couple of weeks as I deal
with the loss of my mother. My brother, Steve, and
I know full well how blessed we are to have had her
in our lives as long as we did and are doing our best
to celebrate rather than mourn. I also know how
blessed I am to have your support in my celebration
and loss. Most Sincerely,
` -Jocelyn Fisher
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Family Vacation Bible School
One Night Event: July 22
Please RSVP
Don’t forget to join us Friday, July 22nd for our VBS program “Fishers of
Men.” VBS will be here at church from 5:00- 7:30pm. Registration will be
available until July 10th, so make sure you sign up! The food will be from a
local food truck, McD’s Famous Hot Dogs. Come join us for a great night
of fellowship and fun for all! Email charlotte@mborofpc.org to sign up or
click on this link! https://forms.gle/46jiWNyZiHRXe3Pm7
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